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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The United States Travel Service, in an effort to more effectively 
supply travel data to the industry, has prepared a monthly analysis 
of foreign visitor arrivals to the United States. 


OBJECTIVES 


Specifically, the report was designed to meet the following 
objectives: 


(1) 


(2) 


Assimilation of available travel market data from 
other U.S. Government agencies, government tourist 
offices of other countries, and international travel 
associations. 


Analysis of statistical material highlighting trends 
and significant events. 


METHODOLOGY, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS 


(1) 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 


Data on arrivals are based upon Immigration and 
Naturalization Service tabulations of Forms I-94, 

a document which visitors to the United States 

are required to complete. In addition, tabulations 
of Forms SW-434 are included in the figures for 
Mexico so as to reflect all visitors from Mexico, 
excluding border crossers. Data on Canadian arrivals 
are provided by Statistics Canada. 


The business category includes B-1l visa holders. 

The pleasure category includes B-2 visa holders. 

The transit category includes C-l (aliens in 

transit) visa holders and C-4 (transit without visa) 
holders. The student group includes F-1 and F-2 
(students and their families) visa holders. The 
categories reflect the definition of a "tourist" 

as defined by the official governmental tourist organi- 
zation, the International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations and by the tourism committee of Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


(2) International Travel Market of Selected Countries 


Data for this section are the result of many contributors, 
primarily international organizations such as the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Inter- 
national Union of Official Travel Organizations (IUOTO), the 
United States Travel Service (USTS) both here and abroad, and 
national tourist offices of various foreign governments. In 
addition, data from private industry studies on tourism are 
included in this publication. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


We hope that the users of this information will keep USTS 
informed of its usefulness. We would appreciate any 

comments on either the form or content of the data and any 
suggestions on how USTS might improve its data and analytical 
services to the industry. 


FOREIGN VISITOR 


ARRIVALS TO THE U.S. 


Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 
March and the First Quarter 1977 


March 1977 


During the month of March, international travel to the U.S. by residents 
of other countries displayed the most significant increase evidenced 

thus far in 1977. Total foreign arrivals numbered over 1.4 million during 
this month, representing a noteable 16.7% improvement over last year's 
March total. 


Table 1 
Arrivals to the U.S. 
March 1977/1976 


March 1977 March 1976 4 Change 
Overseas 308,977 276,741 +11.6% 
Mexico 145,594 124,949 $16.5 
Canada 931,295 828,229 1645 

1,435,864 1,229,919 16.7 


During March, Canadian arrivals to the U.S. increased 18.5% over March 1976, 
reflecting the strongest increase reported in 6 months. Arrivals from 
Canada totaled 981,293, accounting for 68% of all foreign visitors during 
the month. 


Mexican travel to the U.S. also demonstrated an unexpectedly strong increase 
in the number of visitors during March, rising 16.5%, following an 11.97% 
decline recorded in February. 


Visitors from overseas countries, after two consecutive monthly declines, 
broke into the positive side of the scale with an 11.6% increase registered 
in March 1977. Travel was up from all major geographical overseas areas 
with the exception of visitors from the West Indies. 


European travel to the U.S. in March rose 9.1% over the same month in 

1976. Major tourist-generating countries in Europe recording increases 
were: United Kingdom (up 9.8%); West Germany (up 25.1%); Netherlands 

(up 55.5%); Switzerland (up 15.0%); Sweden (up 12.1%); and Belgium (up 9.52%). 
On the other hand, the volume of French and Italian travelers to the U.S. 

in March underwent declines (down 9.1% and 27.9%, respectively). 


With respect to arrivals from South America, Venezuelan travel to the U.S. 
continued to exhibit a strong upswing in March, increasing 62.3%, while 
travel from Brazil continued to decline markedly (down 37.9%). 


Analyzing the March flow of visitors from Asia and Oceania, it is seen 
that both Japanese (up 13.5%) and Australian (up 9.1%) arrivals improved 
over comparable 1976 levels. 


First Quarter 1977 


During the first 3 months of 1977, data indicated that international 
travelers to the U.S. from other countries totaled nearly 3.5 million, an 
8.3% increase over the volume recorded during the same period in 19/76. 


Table 2 


Arrivals to the U.S. 
First Quarter 1977/1976 


First Quarter 1977 First Quarter 1976 % Change 


Overseas 795,093 781,087 a be Oy, 

Mexico 3.744921 362,582 a Sat 

Canada 2,296,122 22,0506 997 = al ew | 
TOTAL 3,466,136 35199;,266 + 8.3 


Canadian travel to the U.S. during the first quarter of 1977 increased 
11.7%, as arrivals numbered almost 2.3 million (representing 66% of total 
arrivals). 


Based on increases experienced in 2 of the 3 months in the first quarter 
1977, Mexican travel to the U.S. also exhibited a moderate 3.4% increase 
during this period. 


Foreign visitor arrivals from overseas countries, bouyed by the strong 
showing in March, increased 1.8% over the comparable 1976 3-month total. 
With respect to major geographical overseas areas, only two declines were 
registered--for visitors from South America (down 1.72%) and the West 
Indies (down 3.6%)--during the first quarter of 1977. 


Major European countries generating increased levels of visitors during 
this interval were: West Germany (up 7.2%); Netherlands (up 18.02); 
Sweden (up 12.7%); Switzerland (up 3.3%); and Belgium (up 1.02). 
Conversely, France, Italy, and the United Kingdom recorded lower numbers 
of arrivals during the first quarter of 1977 (down 6.2%, 16.0%, and 0.32, 
respectively). 


Representing the largest South American market to the U.S., Venezuelan 
visitors rose in number by 34.7% over the first 3 months of 1976. 
Brazilian visitors, on the other hand, exhibited a dramatic decline in 
arrivals, down 57.1%--a result of continued monthly drops in travel from 
that country brought about by the imposition of the Brazilian decree 
designed to restrict outbound tourism. 


Travel developments in other key U.S. markets during the first quarter 
of 1977 were: 


-- Asian travel rose 2.2%, with Japanese arrivals increasing 0.2% 
and arrivals from Iran rising 42.72. 

-- Oceanian arrivals increased 2.4%, with Australian visitors up 
Or.3%% 
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